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Amnacracus KnuszeBa / Anastasia Knyazeva

My name is Knyazeva Anastasia and I'm a second year student of Ryazan State
University. This summer I've got a chance to go to Japan as a participant of the Nichiro
students' exchange program. It was my first visit to Japan and it was unforgettable.
Beginning with amazingly beautiful places we’ve seen and ending with kindness of our
Japanese friends no one could remain untouched or unimpressed.

I would like to point out that the organization of the program was really well-thought of.
Though 10 days isn’t a very long time, we were shown so many breathtaking sights.
Different places in Tokyo (Harajuku, Shibuya, Akihabara, Asakusa), a trip to Kamakura and
Yokohama (where we stayed in a cottage for a night and had so much fun), a day in
Disneyland. Everything was really well-organized. Everyone from the group of Russians
agreed that there was a lot of effort put into the program and that we should learn many
things from our Japanese friends when thinking of organization of this kind of activity. Also
there is no doubt that this trip became a precious experience concerning language skills. The
language barrier was taken down. Through the communication new knowledge was gained.

I’'m enormously thankful to everyone who participated in this program and who made it
possible for us to enjoy unique atmosphere of Japan. [’'m really looking forward to coming

to Japan again!
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e Banepus KoroBa / Valeria Kotova

Every time you go abroad you worry: what will it be like? Will I get troubled during my
journey? Will I have difficulties? What if I will feel disappointment or boredom? Spoilers:
NOT AT ALL

If you ask common Russian what does he\she knows about Japan the answer will be like
“sushi, anime, Tokyo, kabuki, haiku, ikebana, origami... And Japanese are workaholics,
they are very organized, pay attention at minor details and they always hide their emotions
because they are decent people and many other typical stuff.” So, [ was a bit worried: what
if I will make bad impression (Because I am not quite organized, not very decent and don’t
hide my emotions at all)? So, first day I really tried behave myself as a good, shy and quiet
person. But all my fears were vanished almost immediately. Japanese boys and girls met us
very friendly and kindly. We started to trust each other from the very beginning and our
conversations were full of smiles, jokes and fun. I find it beautiful: to overcome 7,5
thousand kilometers and meet not just nice guys but like-minded people and real friends
despite the difference in cultures - it costs a lot for me

Vika and I live at Suzuki Taiki’s home. First of all: thanks to him and his parents. We feel
ourselves not like guests but we were a part of loving, friendly family. It means a lot and it
costs a lot. And special thanks to Taiki’s mother: this incredible and hospitable woman
cooked delicious dishes for us. I’ve never eatsuch amazing traditional japanese cuisine
before in my life.

Next day after arrival we went to the central Tokyo, walking down the streets of
Harajyuku and Shibuya, and visited Meiji Jingu Shrine. Despite the crowds of people it was
very interesting to look at buildings and roads and compare to our town. Some people say
that all big cities are the same but Tokyo has absolutely particular atmosphere: history
interwoven with high technologies in architecture, signboards, roads etc. Central streets
always noisy and overcrowded but you quickly get used to it. In the evening we celebrated
our arrival at the bbg-bar. Itwas very tasty and cozy evening.

Day 2 was the day of Sea and Tokyo Tower. Calm day full of laugh and amazing views
( And I did so much photos, that the memory of my camera was run out. On thesecond day
of the trip, yeah).

Disneyland. The dream of all boys and girls, no matter how old you are. The get there in
the morning and came back home late at night. But we managed to ride on all the attractions
and were very happy about it! Even the big queues had hidden dignities: we talked a lot,
sang songs and study tongue-twisters in both languages. So, I can say that the day was a

SUCCEsS.
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Day 4. Very easy-going day. We took part in international conference, discuss different
questions and problems. We tried to speak about everything: difficulties of studying
japanese and Russian languages, gave each other useful advice connected with
pronunciation etc. We even had chance to compare Japanese and Russian’s activities for
children. And there was a surprise: we have many common games! And at that moment I
realized: no matter how different our cultures are, we always can find something that will
unite us.

Day 5-6 Weekend in Kamakura. Usually the middle of the journey you remember worse
than the beginning or ending, but our trip in Kamakura is exception from this rule. I won’t
say much, just want my friends know: the most bright and funny and crazy memories gave
me this trip. And [ when I have a bad mood, I just remember those days and start smiling
immediately. After Kamakura we went to Yokohama. We looked at modern cars, then we
went to china town and tried some Chinese street-food (sorry, China, but Japan food is
much tastier). And after sundown we went to the sea-quay and admired the view of the
night city. After that we come back at home with Taiki’s friends and organized “Jenga”
competition, which was very funny to watch how guys became really enthusiastic about the
game.

Day 7 Edo-museum, Asakusa, Tokyo Sky Tree. I really liked Edo-museum, huge wooden
bridge inside the building will stay forever in my mind, that’s really cool. It was very
beautiful, some of the exhibits were interactive and that is more interesting than just to stare
at them. Tokyo Sky Tree and Asakusa I visited before, but you never be bored to go at some
place again when you with friends. And in the evening, we learnt how to make takoyaki
(small piroshki with octopus). Oh, almost forgot! I also tried natto for the first time in my
life that day. What I can say about the taste?... Unforgettable food.

Day 8 Akihabara. Ebisu Garden. Hanabi. Izakaya. Akihabara has a spirit of unformal
Japan, I suppose. Huge manga-shops, girls (and boys) in fancy dresses, lots of thematic
cafés, cosplay-stores... In this place you never feel boredom. We walked there till evening
and then went to Ebisu Garden to watch fireworks over the Tokyo. And after that we ask
you seniors to show us izakaya. And the rest of evening we spent talking, laughing and
trying common japanese snacks and drinks. (I have to say that chicken skin is not a food, it
is not tasty, so stop eat it, please).

Day 9 Shopping-day. Sayonara-party. The first half of the day we spent buying souvenirs
in huge shopping-moll. We even got on some local festival and listen to a drum
performance. After the shopping was over we went to the center and spend time all together.
Party was full of crazy jokes, crazy food, crazy drinks and crazy fun. Japanese friends made

a surprise for us — personal boards with small shits of paper where they wrote kind words,
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wishes and their impressions. It was so emotional and precious moment, I won’t forget
about it, thank you.

In the end, I want to say, that I am really happy. | have met such amazing people, I will be
glad to see each of you again and again. So, I believe we will continue our friendship. I
think this is the main aim of cultural exchange: to mix our cultures and to born something

new and amazing. I think, we all did it.

BukTtopusi Anydpuea / Viktoria Anufrieva

Hauny ¢ Toro, 4To 51 oueHb OarojapHa 3a cyliecTBoBanue nporpamMmsl "Huuanpo". C eé
MOMOIIIBIO ST CMOTJIa OCYIIECTBUTH CBOIO JaBHIOKO MeuTy. B Haudane, yqyacTBys B 3TOM
MEPOTIPUSITHH, sl OYCHb TIEPEKHBAJIA TIO TIOBOJY TOT0, KaK OyJeT MPOXOAUTH OOIICHHUE C
simoHuaMu. Bee e pasHasi KynbTypa, BOCIIUTAHUE U B3TJISIBL, HO IO UTOTY BCE OKA3aJI0Ch
nerye. B riepBbIiii o/, KOT/A 51 ObLIa Cpeiv IPUHUMAIOIICH CTOPOHBI S HE OYSHb MHOTO
00I1aIack ¢ rOCTSAMU - CTECHSJIACh CUJIBLHO, HO BOT KOT/Ia sl caMa cTajia rocThell B SlnoHuw,
TO YBUJICB YK€ 3HAKOMBIX MHE, HEMHOT'O pacciaduiach.

brina oueHs cuacTiauBa B MEPBOM CBOM BU3UT OKA3aThCS B 3aMEUATEIBHOM SIMOHCKON
cembe. MHe kpymnHO nioBe3iio. [IpoBoast Bpemst BMecTe, Mbl COMKAINCh BCel KOMITAHUEH,
OBLIO MHTEPECHO CMOTPETh HA IPUPOJLY, KYJIBTYpY, OOIIAThCS, IIIyTHTh, Y3HABATH HOBBIC
CJIOBa ¥ YYHUTh YEMY-TO HOBOMY camMoi. KaxkIiblii IeHb ObLT OCOOSHHBIM M OCTABILUI OYCHb
CWJIbHBIC IPUATHBIC BrieuaTieHus. /s ce0s s Bbiienia 0coOEHHOE U IF0OMMOE MECTO -
310 Yokohama.

4 ouenb pana, uTo y3Hana o AnoHun uyyTh Oosbine. C HETEPIICHUEM KTy Havasa

crnenytomiel mporpammel. bymy o0s3aTensHO y4acTBOBaTh CHOBa!

Bukrtopus I'anxkrHa / Victoria Ganzhina
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Eaena HoBukona / Elena Novikova
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Hartamusa I'onynosa / Nataliia Golunova

I am very grateful for chance to visit Japan again. That was wonderful 10 days.
Special thanks go to the host family. It was amazing that I lived in a Japanese family. They
are interesting and kind people. I really appreciate all they've done for me.
I had an unforgettable experience. It was so lucky that I could stay in a Japanese house.
This is the first time [ have ever put on a kimono. The Japanese traditional breakfast has
become for me a special. We were sitting on the floor to eat and watch Japanese TV shows.
The whole thing was unusual.

I am really grateful to the guys who spent time with our Russian group. That time was fun.

I'm glad that I had the opportunity to visit Yokohama. This was my dream for six years.
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I am happy that I was able to visit Kamakura once again. Kamakura is a beautiful city and
has a strong national flavor. I have the most pleasant memories of people who I met in
Japan. I hope that I can keep in touch with them.

Japan has beautiful landscape and has its own culture. Every day spent in this country will

be memorable. I will definitely come to Japan again. Thanks for all!
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Aunexkcangp I'imedyc / Alexandr Glebus
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Aunexkcanap lle6oaraes / Alexander Sheboltaev

My main purpose in participating Nichiro was to improve my Japanese talking skills,
because until recently I was studying it by myself using various web resources and didn’t
really have a chance to speak. The first thing that surprised me was that almost all
participants used polite speech, while my teacher said it isn’t necessary for the Novosibirsk
stage of the program, so I didn’t practice it at all, speaking only casual language.

Even with my little knowledge of the language, I was trying to speak Japanese most of
the time, switching to English only when I didn’t know how to express my thoughts or
didn’t understand what the Japanese students talking. That said, I didn’t really speak much

during group activities, but was mostly listening to others. The interesting fact I noticed was
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that quite often Russians were talking with Russians, and Japanese with Japanese, while I
was expecting everyone to try using every moment to practice the language they are
studying. I didn’t really notice any difference in personality or mindset between Russian and
Japanese participants, maybe because discussions I participated in were mainly about the
languages themselves.

It was funny to spend time with Japanese students and even visit Novosibirsk places I've
never been myself, but at the same it was pretty exhausting mentally, mainly because of my
lack of the language skills. By the end, I’ve managed to become more fluent in Japanese,
but at the same time [’ve realised how much I still need to learn. Now I’'m thinking about

taking JLPT 4 this year.

Anekcanapa Unbuna / Alexandra Ilina
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Amnpapeii 3aiineB / Andrei Zaitsev

Not the first time I had Japanese guest, but this moment was really interesting for me and
for my family.It was a good opportunity to make new connections, to speak Japanese, to
share a new things between me and our guests. The time I spent with them brought me new
experience.

Many topics to talk, many opinions to share, different points of view for same things.
Culture, everyday life, education, art, music, movies. Sometimes it was difficult to
understand each other, but 1 think we tried hard.

Places we visited were new for me too. Never saw Novosibirsk in this way. I hope, it

was really funny and enjoyable adventure for us all.

Japusa UBamenko / Daria Ivashchenko
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Mapuna CtpeasHukoBa / Marina Strelnikova

I participated in the program "Nichiro" this year. I like Japan, Japanese culture and
Japanese language, | wanted to get to know Japanese better, so I decided to take part in this
program.

To be honest, I was worried, could we understand each other. Actually, everything was
not as scary as I thought. I think that over these 10 days the level of my Japanese language,
has improved a bit. Also, I stopped being embarrassed to communicate. It's a good
experience to improve the skills of your Japanese language, try to understand other people

and find new friends. I was glad to participate in this program, it was fun and interesting.
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Email: nichiro@nichiro.jpn.org

http://nichiro.jpn.org/
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